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Dear Reader,
Welcome to the June issue of
e-Commonwealth.
As expected, collaboration, partnerships
and outreach were the dominant features in
ICTs within the Commonwealth this month.
On the wider international space,
through the CTO’s participation in the
Commonwealth coordination meeting
held the margins of the ITU Council 2019
was held in Geneva, Switzerland, where
we maintained commitment to work with
others to ensure technology affects peoples
lives worldwide ever more positively. CTO
leads the way for collaboration with all
its members through this international
platform.
The month also concluded with the
successful Commonwealth Spectrum
Management Forum 2019. The
forum discussed the position of the
Commonwealth countries concerning
spectrum and its input into the World
Radiocommunication Conference 2019
(WRC-19) in October, over the three days
and was attended by Commonwealth
Ministers and high level delegates from
public and private sectors.
The CTO events team have a whole
new array of upcoming events for 2018
that we encourage our members to join
and participate in. The CTO programme
for development were busy this month
delivering courses this month in Botswana
and Tanzania on Talent and Knowledge
Management, Fibre Optic Access Networks
and Telecommunications for Non-Finance
Managers with successful outputs.
We are also pleased to announce that
we will be holding the prestigious Heads of
Regional and International Organisations
Meeting in the end of July in London which
will lead the way for future collaborations
between the CTO and other organisations
and companies globally. //

Commonwealth member countries
call on CTO to lead the way on
international collaboration for
spectrum management

H

onourable Vincent Odotei Sowah, Deputy
Minister, Ministry of Communication,
Republic of Ghana, and Honourable Paul
Lewis, Ministry of Communications, Works,
Energy and Labour, Montserrat, led calls
for international collaboration on spectrum
management on the opening day of the
Commonwealth Spectrum Management
Forum 2019.
The forum discussed the position of
the Commonwealth countries concerning
spectrum and its input into the World
Radiocommunication Conference 2019
(WRC-19) in October, over the three
days. The input into WRC-19 can only be
achieved by constructive dialogue between
the Commonwealth member states,
the ICT industry and the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU), the UN
specialised agency for radiocommunication
leading the WRC-19.
The need for collaboration in international
processes, spectrum sharing, best practices
and across regional borders was widely agreed
by speakers and delegates at the event.
“‘Today both mobile and wireless
communication technologies continue to
improve, and as many more of us access
and increasingly also depend on them,
spectrum is becoming an ever more important
finite resource”, said Gisa Fuatai Purcell,
Acting Secretary-General, Commonwealth
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Mrs Purcell was speaking alongside,
Honourable Paul Lewis, Minister of
Communications, Works & Labour, Montserrat,
Honourable Vincent Odotei Sowah, Deputy
Minister, Ministry of Communication,
Republic of Ghana, and Diana Tomimura,
Spectrum Regulation and Policy Advisor
on behalf of Mario Maniewicz, Director,
Radiocommunication Bureau, ITU, at the
opening ceremony of the forum.
The World Radiocommunications
Conference, the WRC-19, will take place in
Sharma-El-Sheik in November this year and
will have profound impact not only on the
advancement of radiocommunications, but
also on the achievement of the sustainable
development goals.
The Agenda of the WRC includes 5G
(or, IMT-2020, as we call it in the ITU), High
Altitude Platforms (or HAPS), Wireless Access
Systems including RLANs, Non-Geostationary
Orbit Satellites, Earth Stations in Motion, and
Intelligent Transport Systems.
“The Commonwealth Spectrum
Management forum is a great opportunity
to discuss more about the services and
applications that compose the agenda of WRC
19 and to find commonalities in the positions
of the countries within the commonwealth.”,
said Diana Tomimura, Spectrum Regulation
and Policy Advisor, ITU.
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Participants at the Commonwealth Spectrum Management Forum 2019

The theme of the Commonwealth
Spectrum Management Forum’19 is World
Radiocommunication Management-19
and the spectrum challenge: Achieving
wireless capacity for digital transformation
with discussion also covering subjects such
as the future of broadcasting and spectrum
implications, efficient spectrum utilisation,
5G issues and spectrum requirements and
planning for the World Radiocommunication
Conference (WRC) in 2019. Participants
included delegations from Belize, Botswana,
Ghana, Gibraltar, Vanuatu, Jamaica,
Mauritius, Independent State of Samoa,
Sierra Leone, Trinidad and Tobago and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. Forum sponsors Avanti
Communications Group plc, Inmarsat,
SES, Avanti and ESOA contributed to the
programme with presentations on universal
connectivity..
“The CTO is mandated to coordinate
ICT activities across the Commonwealth,”
acting Secretary-General Mrs Purcell said
in response to the call from Minister
Sowah. “Alongside events such as
this Forum which are convened
to facilitate good practices in
spectrum management, we also
coordinate Commonwealth views
for the WRC in order to inform
our members of the issues and

processes, and also to facilitate wider
international agreement at the meeting.
We will continue to play a leading role
in this important area as the
international community
strives to ensure that
spectrum can enable
socio-economic
development
throughout the
Commonwealth.”//

Delegates at the panel discussion.
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//RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

CTO leads the way for collaboration at the ITU
Commonwealth Coordination Meeting 2019

T

he Commonwealth Coordination meeting
was held in the margins of the ITU
Council 2019 in Geneva, Switzerland on 11
June 2019 and the meeting was co-chaired
by the United Kingdom and Ghana and
was attended with over 34 delegates from
the Commonwealth and beyond. Malcom
Johnson, the Deputy Secretary General of
ITU co-chaired the session and officially
opened the session. The agenda of the
meeting focused on the Commonwealth
perspectives on the agenda items of the
ITU Council 2019 as well as preparations
for WRC-19. The secretary-general of the
CTO, Gisa Fuatai Purcell discussed the
CTO member countries of the upcoming
Spectrum Management Forum 2019 which
will also be the Commonwealth Preparatory
meeting for WRC-19.
During the session Malcom Johnson
pledged Commonwealth countries to
volunteer to be nominate the chair for the
Expert Group on ITRs – ITU. Following the
request, representatives from Ghana and
South Africa were proposed as volunteers
for the expert groups, as well as other
Commonwealth countries who will be
supporting them.
The CTO held a bilateral meeting with
the Executive Director of UNCTAD, Dr
Mukhisa Kituyi in Geneva where they
discussed UNCTAD’s strategies on the use

of ICT in trade programmes and find ways
of collaboration with the CTO. Dr Mukhisa
noted that UNCTAD has previously worked
closely with CTO and there are a lot of
synergies between the two organisations
and great scope for collaboration.
Areas of previous worked included
cybersecurity and the launch of UNCTAD’s
reports in conjunction with CTO. Dr Kituyi
also noted that in 2012 UNCTAD signed an
MoU with CTO that defined the framework
of the partnership and both parties agreed
that the MoU will be renewed to enhance
the partnership between UNCTAD and the
CTO. Further discussions with UNCATD’s
work on digital economy, e-Trade for
all initiatives and the challenges and
opportunities in the digital economy were
talked about and how the CTO is able to
assist in these areas.
The CTO held another high-level
meeting with the WIPO Assistant Director
General, Minelik Alemu Getahun who was
representing the Director General. The
discussions looked at finding synergies and
possible collaborations between CTO and
WIPO in capacity building in the area of
Intellectual Property (IP) and registration
of Marks and Copyrights. Mr Getahun
confirmed that WIPO is working with the
ITU on broadband issues and he agreed
the importance of creating awareness to

more Commonwealth countries regarding
intellectual property issues. Both CTO and
WIPO agreed that protection of content
on the internet is crucial and hence the
importance of intellectual property safe
guarding.
WIPO informed CTO of the online
tool based on the UK online University
which is available for collaborative training
opportunities for distance learning. WIPO
also agreed to participate in CTO events
and hold sessions on the importance of
intellectual property.
Mrs Purcell also met with Frederick
Agah Deputy Director General of WTO to
discuss what the CTO has to offer. The
meeting discussed CTO’s core programs
and partnerships with other organisations
and the technical and consulting services,
events, capacity building, membership,
communication programmes.
It was agreed that e-commerce is a
trend and area of work that the WTO and
the CTO can collaborate on together as
members are keen on learning more about
it. Mrs Purcell extended invitations for WTO
to CTO’s international events and give expert
discussions on e-Trade and e-marketing
platforms. //

Torbjorn Fredriksson (Chief ICT Policy Section UNCTAD), Gisa Fuatai Purcell (Acting Secretary-General CTO), Dr. Mukhisa Kitui (Executive Director UNCTAD)
and Leonard Obonyo (Senior Programmes Officer CTO).
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//CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

Commonwealth ICT round table September 2019

B

uilding on the success of the PDT, the
CTO also offers a range of bespoke
training courses, designed and run on
request, or as part of a portfolio of courses
offered for general access. Among these
courses is the Commonwealth ICT Round
Table series, designed for newly appointed
board members, lawmakers and senior
officials from ICTs and telecommunications
regulatory organisations responsible for the
development or implementation of national
ICT programmes.
The second Commonwealth ICT Round
Table for 2019 will take place in London on
the 2 - 6 September 2019, aiming to enable
participants to develop a better understanding
of policy, regulatory and management issues

“The CTO has developed over
the last 116 years to become an
organisation focused on the provision
of training and the exchange of
knowledge and experience in the
telecommunications management.”
Letang Kekwaletswe, Manager, Capacity
Development

relating to the ICT sector.
One other round tables have been
scheduled to take place this year in October.
The second event, taking place at the CTO
training suite in London will include industry

visits to UK regulator Ofcom, BT, Huawei and
moble industry association GSMA.
“The workshop is good for all those
interested in ICTs, especially those who
play a key role in formulating legislation
in their countries on area of ICTs,” said
former participant, Honourable Jackson
Kiptanui, Member of Parliament, Kenyan
National Assembly. “I highly recommend this
workshop for parliamentarians, government
agencies and authorities in charge of
formulating laws in their countries.”
Following the success of these events, the
regional ICT Round Tables are also planned
this year for East Africa, the Caribbean and
Europe. //

PDT - Putting emphasis on members training needs

T

hroughout June and July, the Programme Development Training team was busy delivering bespoke training courses for our members in
Botswana and Tanzania.

Talent and Knowledge
Management in the
Dynamic and Changing
Communications

T

his Talent and Knowledge
Management in the Dynamic and
Changing Communications Sector
course will take place on the 17 - 21
June 2019, in Tanzania and is designed
to help both senior and aspiring
managers to develop a strategic
approach to talent management that
suits their business and gets the best
from their employees. The value of a
tailored organisation-wide talent and
knowledge management process is
that it provides a focus for investment
in human capital and places the
subject high on the corporate agenda.
It can also contribute to other strategic
objectives, including: A highly
experienced consultant will work with
delegates to develop a profile of their
organisation, the value of a tailored
organisation-wide talent and knowledge
management process that provides a
focus for investment in human capital
and the management of change in a
dynamic environment. //

Fibre Optic Access
Networks

Telecommunications for
Non-Finance Managers

T

T

his course is designed to introduce
the participant to optical fibre
fundamentals, optical fibre access network
architectures and standards, designing and
building of optical fibre access networks,
and applications of optical fibre access
networks. e delivered over five days in
Botswana on the 17 - 21 June 2019. The
course aims to:
• Explain the fundamentals of optical
fibre communication
• Describe the evolution of fixed access
networks and access technologies
• Explain the importance of optical fibre
access networks
• Describe different types of optical fibre
access network architectures and
standards
• Describe the elements of optical
access networks and their operation
• Explain the methods for designing
and building of optical fibre access
networks
• Provide an understanding of the
applications of optical fibre access
technologies service. //

he adoption of an information security
management via a systematic
approach is a strategic decision for an
organization and will be discussed on 10
- 17 July 2019 in Botswana, during the
course on telecommunications of nonfinance managers. The establishment
and implementation of an organisation’s
information security management system
is influenced by the organisation’s needs
and objectives, security requirements,
the organisational processes used and
the size and structure of the organisation.
The information security management
system preserves the confidentiality,
integrity and availability of information by
applying a risk management process and
gives confidence to interested parties
that risks are adequately managed.
It is important that the information
security management system is part of
and integrated with the organisation’s
processes and overall management
structure and that information security is
considered in the design of processes,
information systems, and controls. //

communications@cto.int
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//MEMBERSHIP

The Government of St Helena joins the CTO as Affiliate Member

T

he Commonwealth Telecommunications
Organisation (CTO) received an application
for Affiliate Membership from the Overseas
Territories of St Helena, Ascension and Tristan
da Cunha, through the Government of St
Helena in June.
The Government of St Helena has
confirmed that the functions and purposes of

Overseas Territories of St Helena, Ascension
and Tristan da Cunha are compatible with
the purposes of the CTO for the Affiliate
membership category. CTO Affiliate member
Countries are non-Commonwealth states or
self-governed Commonwealth territories that
join the membership of the CTO in order to
benefit from the Organisation’s programmes.

In addition, they have observer status at
the CTO Council that occurs every year.
The CTO looks forward to working closely
with St Helena and catering towards their ICT
needs.
For more information about CTO
membership please visit us at www.cto.int/
membership.//

//EVENTS

Facebook sponsors Commonwealth ICT Forum 2019 as Gold Sponsor

T

he upcoming Commonwealth ICT forum
2019 due to take place in Freetown,
Sierra Leone already has big names such a
Facebook sponsoring the event. Facebook has
come on board a Gold Sponsor where Fargani
Tambeayuk will be representing the company at
the forum and talking on OTT’s.
Facebook is an American online social
media and social networking service company
based in California and is considered one of
the big four technology companies along with
Amazon, Apple, and Google.
For companies wishing to support the Forum

as sponsor, the following is included:
•
Event exhibition stand
•
Complementary group delegate passes
with access to all conference sessions
•
Company profile on the event website
•
Company logo and profile on pre-event
promotional material
•
Prominent branding on conference
stage and at information points
•
Advert in conference brochure
For more information, please contact
Robert Hayman on +44 20 8600 3805 or at
r.hayman@cto.int

Upcoming Events/ Courses
EVENT	

DATE	

Fibre to the Home/Building Services
Fibre Optic Access Network					
Commonwealth Spectrum Management Forum 2019 		
Digital Sound Broadcasting Standards				
Building an Information Systems Security Policy			
Commonwealth Broadband Forum’19 				
Commonwealth ICT Round Table 2019				
Commonwealth ICT and Telecommunications Forum ’19 		
End to End Quality of Service Planning for 			
Commonwealth HR & ICT Forum’20 			
Commonwealth Digital Economy Forum 2020			

17 - 21 June 2019 			
Botswana
19 - 21 June 2019			
London, UK
24 - 28 June 2019			
Tanzania
10 - 17 July 2019			
Tanzania
30 July - 2 August 2019		
Sierra Leone
2 - 6 September 2019		
London, UK
30 September – 2 October 2019	Dhaka, Bangladesh
7- 11 October 2019		
Nigeria
TBC February 2020			
Botswana
23 - 27 March 2020		
Saint Helena island, South Atlantic

For more information please visit us at www.cto.int
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LOCATION

COMMONWEALTH

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2019, DHAKA, BANGLADESH

Why
attend
Why
attend

Taking place in the margins of the 59th
57th Council Meeting of
the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation, the
Forum is the premier ICT conference of the Commonwealth,
senior policymakers, regulators and industry leaders from
across the Commonwealth and beyond will gather to examine the most
examine
the most
topical
topical
issuesissues
in theinICT
thesectors.
ICT sectors.
Discussions
will focus on will
Discussions
policy,
focus
regulation,
on policy,technologies,
regulation, technologies,
operations,
investment and
operations,
investment
multilateral
and cooperation.
multilateral cooperation.

Sponsorship
packages
avaliable

Hosted by

Organised by

DIAMOND

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

and more....
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Organisation

