
A NEWSLETTER OF THE COMMONWEALTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS ORGANISATION //MAY 2019

CTO.INT/E-COMMONWEALTH

// TRANSFORM AFRICA SUMMIT 2019

e-COMMONWEALTH

// COMMONWEALTH ICT 
FORUM 2019

// CTO ENGAGES WITH 
KENYA AND UGANDA HIGH 
COMMISSIONS IN LONDON 

e-commonwealth_MAY_2019.indd   1 20/06/2019   10:54:03



2
COMMONWEALTH 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
ORGANISATION

communications@cto.int

Gisa Fuatai Purcell 
Acting Secretary-
General

Dear Reader,
Welcome to the May issue of 

e-Commonwealth.
As expected, collaboration, partnerships 

and outreach were the dominant features in 
ICT’s within the Commonwealth. This busy 
month has involved the CTO meeting with 
our Member countries high commissioners in 
London. We had the opportunity to meet the 
Kenyan High Commissioner His Excellency 
Manoah Esipisu and the Ugandan High 
Commissioner His Excellency Julius Peter 
Moto. The CTO presented the scope and 
reach of our work within Kenya and Uganda 
to the high commissioners and discussed 
opportunities for further collaboration and 
partnerships in activities that promote ICT in 
their countries’s within the Commonwealth.

  On the wider international space, the 
CTO participated at the fifth Transform Africa 
Summit 2019 held in Kigali on 14 - 17 May 
2019, where we reinforced our commitment 
to work with others to ensure technology 
affects peoples lives more positively. 

In just a few weeks the CTO will showcase 
the Commonwealth Spectrum Management 
Forum 2019, which will take place in London. 
We encourage all our members to take this 
opportunity to attend and understand their 
spectrum needs, and hear from high level 
government and industry representatives. 

We are also proud to announce that 
the Commonwealth ICT Forum 2019 will 
be hosted by the Government of Sierra 
Leone, and The National Telecommuniations 
Commission. This year’s theme explores Sierra 
Leone’s need for  “Broadband for Inclusive 
Digital Transformation”.//
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//EDITORIAL  //RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

The Commonwealth 
Telecommunications Organisation 

participated at the fifth Transform Africa 
Summit 2019 in Kigali on 14 - 17 May 
2019. The summit drew up to 4000 
delegates from across the globe and 
involved a two-day gathering, which was 
preceded by the second Economic Forum 
under the theme; “Boosting Africa’s Digital 
Economy.” The forum discussed digital 
economy and how it’s based on digital 
computing technologies with provisions 
to conduct business on the Internet and 
related platforms. 

The  digital economy in Africa manifests 
mostly in the form of e-commerce 
and financial technologies. The digital 
economy is expected to enable the 
continent to create more jobs and 
entrepreneurial opportunities for its 
bulging youth, who are estimated at over 
50 per cent of the population, relating 
strongly to CTO strategic plan for the next 
four years. 

Rwandan Prime Minister The 
Honourable Edouard Ngirente said that 
with the rapid population growth and ever-
growing youthful population, the African 
continent can optimise digital technologies 
and digital economy to drive job creation 
and transform their communities.

Dr Martin Koyabe, manager technical 

support and consultancy represented 
the CTO at the summit and had the 
opportunity to meet and engage with 
representatives from CTO member 
countries and heads of regional and 
international organisations. 

The CTO had the opportunity to 
co-chair a panel discussion on Africa 
Diaspora and ICTs; and also participated 
at the Africa Cybersecurity Capacity 
building regional meeting sponsored by 
the World Bank; and a session organised 
by Facebook on  providing access and 
economic opportunity to communities 
across Africa.

During the summit, the CTO was able 
to assess the ICT status and deployment 
in Africa. 

Furthermore the CTO also identified 
emerging technologies and frameworks for 
enhancing the digital economy agenda in 
Africa. This culminated with the launch of 
Kenya’s digital economy blueprint during 
the summit. 

The Transform Africa Summit provides 
an opportunity for member countries 
to fast-track and address continental 
integration issues such as the he African 
Continental Free Trade Agreement 
(AfCFTA), which is expected to accelerate 
digital economy and technology solutions 
in Africa. //

CTO participates in Transform Africa 
Summit on Digital Economies 
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The Commonwealth Telecommunications 
Organisation had the honour to visit 

the Kenyan High commission on the 13 
May 2019. During the visit the CTO met 
with His Excellency Manoah 
Esipisu, the Kenyan high 
commissioner in London. 
The high commissioner was 
accompanied by the deputy 
high commissioner Mrs 
Grace Cerere, who met with 
CTO management including 
Dr Martin Koyabe, manager 
of technical support and 
consultancy, Robert Hayman, 
manager of events, and 
Leonard Obonyo, senior 
programme officer - global ICT 
agenda coordination and Cyber 
Security.

The CTO presented the scope and 
reach of it’s work and mandate in the 

Commonwealth including Kenya. The 
discussion also highlighted the need for the 
CTO and Kenya government to collaborate 
and foster partnerships in ICT related 

activities that will promote Kenya globally.
The CTO pledged to continue assisting 

Kenya, to strengthen its ICT posture on 

policy, regulatory and legislation framework 
within the country including reviewing the 
national broadband and cybersecurity 
strategy for Kenya and enhancing the 

CERT/CISRT capacity and 
capability.  

The CTO showcased 
the planned international 
events the CTO has lined 
up for 2019/20 and invited 
Kenya to participate in order 
to help shape and enhance 
capacity building of Kenya’s 
ICTs. His Excellency Manoah 
Esipisu also requested the 
CTO to provide ICT expertise 
to Kenyan businesses and 
enterprises. The CTO is 
delighted to continue working 

and building strong ties with Kenya in the 
field of ICTs.// 
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His Excellency Manoah Esipisu, the Kenyan high commissioner in London (middle) 
with CTO staff.

 //RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

CTO engages with Uganda High Commission in UK

During the recently held ICT Round Table 
held in April at the CTO Headquarters, 

the Secretariat was privileged with the 
participation of Uganda’s High Commissioner 
to the United Kingdom, H. E Julius Peter 
Moto. 

The ICT Round Table is part of the CTO 
high-level training programmes which 
enables participants to develop a better 
understanding of policy, regulatory and 
management issues relating to the ICT sector. 

During the event, delegates were 
captivated with Uganda’s ICT experience, 
specifically the introduction of on Over 
The Top (OTT) tax, as shared by the High 
Commissioner.

Following the ICT Round Table, The 
High Commissioner met with the CTO 
delegation led by acting secretary-general 
Mrs Gisa Fuata Purcell, at the Uganda High 
Commission in London.  

During the meeting, Mrs Purcell 

commended Uganda’s active and honourable 
membership with the CTO. She added that 
Uganda was the first Country to host the ICT 
Round Table outside the UK.

Amb. Moto cited Uganda’s ICT 
advancement with the current Internet 
penetration at 63% and over 23 Million 
subscribers out of a total population 
of 40 Million people. He added that 
the government of Uganda is now 
implementing phase four of the National 
Backbone infrastructure and e-government 
infrastructure to connect districts 
Headquarters throughout the country.  

Amb. Moto appreciated CTO’s efforts 
in supporting ICT development within 
the Commonwealth. He emphasised the 
important need for data protection and called 
on CTO to have more trainings on Cyber 
Security within the African region, specifically 
in Uganda.

CTO awarded the High Commissioner 
and other embassy staff certificates for their 
attendance and contribution towards the ICT 
Round Table in April.// 

CTO engages with Kenya High Commission in the UK 
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 //CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Spectrum Management Forum 2019 
brings an array of sponsors and speakers 

The Commonwealth Spectrum 
Management Forum’19  will address 

the competing demands for spectrum, 
including how to utilise spectrum 
efficiently and how to maximise the 
economic value of spectrum, providing 
guidance to policymakers and regulators 
across the Commonwealth and beyond. The 
three day event will take place on June 19 
– 21 at the Coin Street Conference Centre, 
in Central London, UK. 

The 2019 event so far has been 
sponsored by 4 main industry players and 
showcasing an array of high level speakers.

Satellite communications remains an 
important part of the solution to providing 
universal broadband access, a prerequisite 
for countries that are seeking to become 
drivers and key participants in the global 
knowledge economy.

Platinum Sponsor Avanti, a member of 
the CTO, and a leading provider of satellite 
data communications services in EMEA, 
will be talking in the Satellite - 5G and 

universal connectivity session, focusing 
on satellite issues relating to regulation. 
Representing Avanti will be Théo Bougouin, 
who is a regulatory and space development 
engineer. 

Gold Sponsor Inmarsat, a British 
satellite telecommunications company, 
that offers global mobile and data services 
to users worldwide, will be presenting 
studies on the development of regulatory 
frameworks for earth stations in motion 
operating in 27.5-29.5 GHz (E-s) and 17.7-
19.7 (s-E). Presenting at the session will be 
Ular Kaldassaun a Spectrum Engineer from 
Inmarsat.

Bronze sponsor SES, a world-leading 
satellite operator will be represented 
by Daniel Mah, Vice-President, Legal 
& Regulatory Affairs, who will also be 
participating in the same session of the 
forum.

Refreshment Break Sponsor ESOA 
(EMEA Satellite Operators Association), will  
talk over thinking points with reference to 

WRC-19 preparations, and participating 
will be Richard Womersley, Director of 
Spectrum Consulting at LS Telcom, a 
member of ESOA. 

For more information about the event 
please visit our website at: https://cto.int/
events/upcoming-events/commonwealth-
specturm-management-forum-2019/
the-commonwealth-spectrum-management-
forum/

Alternatively please contact events team 
at events@cto.int or call us at +44 208 
3600 3800 //

Upcoming Events/ Courses
EVENT                                                     DATE            LOCATION
 
Fibre to the Home/Building Services 
Fibre Optic Access Network     17 - 21 June 2019    Botswana
Commonwealth Spectrum Management Forum 2019   19 – 21 June 2019   London, UK
Digital Sound Broadcasting Standards    24 - 28 June 2019   Tanzania
Building an Information Systems Security Policy   10-17 July 2019   Tanzania
Commonwealth Broadband Forum’19     30 July – 2 August 2019  Sierra Leone 
Commonwealth ICT Round Table 2019    2 - 6 September 2019  London, UK 
Commonwealth ICT and Telecommunications Forum ’19   30 September – 2 October 2019 Dhaka, Bangladesh
End to End Quality of Service Planning for    7-  11 October 2019  Nigeria
Commonwealth HR & ICT Forum’20                   TBC February 2020   Botswana 
Commonwealth Digital Economy Forum 2020   23-27 March 2020   Saint Helena island, South Atlantic

For more information please visit us at www.cto.int

PLATINUM SPONSOR GOLD SPONSOR REFRESHMENT BREAK 
SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSOR
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Sierra Leone to host the next Commonwealth ICT forum 
2019 in July 
CTO would like to invite their members 

to participate in the Commonwealth ICT 
Forum 2019, taking place from 31 July - 2 
August 2019 at Bintumani Hotel, 11 Man ‘O’ 
War Bay, Aberdeen, Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
This event is jointly organised by CTO and the 
Government of Sierra Leone, and hosted by 
the National Telecommunications Commission 
(NATCOM). The forum’s theme Broadband for 
Inclusive Digital Transformation, was identified 
by senior government officials from Sierra 
Leone’s and compliments their national vision 
to leverage innovative powers that transform all 
sectors of the digital economy and reach the 
national development goals.

The Commonwealth ICT Forum 2019 
will provide an excellent opportunity for 

participants to learn from global experts as well 
as share their experiences of successes and 
challenges in the deployment and utilisation of 
broadband. This forum is a platform to meet 
with fellow policy makers from across Africa 
and the wider Commonwealth membership. 
The participants will be composed of ICT 
Ministers, senior officials in policy making 
bodies, regulators, broadcasters, content 
developers, civil society, network infrastructure 
providers, operators, equipment manufacturers 
and opinion leaders.

 Key topics discussed at the forum will be:
•	 Rural connectivity, sustainable rural 

connectivity (Universal Access) 
•	 Analogue to digital broadcasting 

transformation 

•	 Local content (capacity building, 
innovation, tech hubs/Smart cities) 

•	 Enhancing local capacity for innovation 
and entrepreneurship 

•	 Emerging technologies
•	 Big data 
•	 Youth and ICTs  
•	 Data protection 
•	 Challenges of social media - freedom 

of information (censorship) 
•	 Intellectual property 
•	 Broadband infrastructure sharing 
•	 OTTs 
•	 Cybersecurity

To find out more about the event, please 
go to https://cto.int/events/upcoming-events/ 
commonwealth-ict-forum-2019//

 //CONFERENCES & EVENTS

//TECHNICAL SUPPORT AND CONSULTANCY

The CTO will be attending the ITU 
2019 Council meeting taking place 

in Geneva, Switzerland from 9 - 20 June 
2019. CTO will facilitate a Commonwealth 
Coordination session on the margins on 
the ITU Council on 11 June 2019 at ITU 
Tower building from 1 pm and welcome 
all CTO members to join the discussions. 
The session will discuss Commonwealth 
perspective on Council agenda and an 
update on the preparations for WRC 19. 
All Commonwealth countries are invited to 
attend the session.

Cto will also be participting in the 
ICANN65 Policy forum which will 

take place from 24 - 27 June 2019 in 
Marrakech, Morocco. CTO will attend this 
event and participate in the Governmental 
Advisory Committee (GAC)meetings. The 
GAC serves as the voice of governments 
and international governmental 
organizations in ICANN’s multi-
stakeholders representative structure. The 
CTO will also facilitate a Commonwealth 
GAC session during the ICANN65 policy 
forum which will discuss issues and 
open discussions on current issues, such 
as data protection, GDPR and WHOIS, 
geographic domain names etc. //

CTO to participate in upcoming ITU 2019 Council Meeting and ICANN65 GAC

Gisa Fuatai Purcell, Acting Secretary General and Robert Hayman, Manager Events 
meet His Excellency Mohamed Juldeh Jalloh Vice-President, Sierra Leone.

Maxwell Hingha Massaquoi, Director General, Natcom and Gisa Fuatai Purcell, Acting 
Secretary General sign the host agreement during CTO’s recent visit to Freetown. 
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Regulatory approaches on new emerging technologies course 

Sierra Leone signs free roaming MoU with Guinea, Liberia and Cote d’Ivoire

//CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT 

For more info e-mail programmes@cto.int or
+44 (0) 208 3600 3800 or visit www.cto.int

2 - 6 SEPTEMBER, 2019, LONDON, UK

The regulatory approaches on new 
emerging services was a new bespoke 

new course for 2019 which was delivered in 
Arusha City located in the northern Part of 
Tanzania on 13 - 17 May 2019. 

This course covered a basic overview 
of (Internet of things) IoT, (Over-the-top 
services) OTT and other emerging fields 
followed by details of various players of the 
IoT/OTT ecosystem and challenges. The 
course dealt with the regulatory approach 
on dealing with new fields like OTT and IOT 
globally, as aspect that CTO has been working 
very closely on over the past 4 years. The 

role of regulatory authority in dealing with 
various players like device manufactures, 
communication providers, platform providers, 
app providers etc. were discussed at great 
detail by the trainer. 

Over five days in Tanzania, the course 
enabled participants to understand:

•	 IoT, OTT and other emerging fields
•	 Characteristics, Trends and Growth 

Challenges
•	 Regulatory intervention 
•	 The way forward: Options available

After the completion of this course, the 

participants had the necessary skills to :
•	 Understand the conceptual 

knowledge and theoretical principles 
and different regulatory frameworks 
related to IoT, OTT and other 
emerging fields 

•	 Understand the challenges in 
regulating IoT, OTT and other 
emerging fields

Over all there were 30 participants in the 
course making it a huge success and the CTO 
training programmes looks forward to doing 
more trainings in Tanzania this year. //

//MEMBER NEWS

The Director General of Sierra Leone’s 
National Telecommunications 

Commission (NATCOM), Maxwell 
Massaquoi, signed an MoU with 
telecommunications regulatory heads 
from Liberia, Guinea and Cote d’Ivoire that 
aims to implement the One Area Network 
initiative. Once this plan has been put into 
effect, mobile phone users visiting the 
signatory countries would be able to use 
their local numbers to make and receive 
calls at no extra cost. Efforts to promote 

integration in the Economic Community of 
West African States union have prompted 
telecoms regulatory bodies to develop 
partnerships to improve their domestic 
operations and ensure customers enjoy the 
benefits of roaming.

“I can tell you emphatically that we want 
to be part of the One Area Network as it is 
between Guinea and Ivory Coast we believe 
that with such facility, cross border trade is 
going to increase between our respective 
nations” Massquoi declared. //
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Organised by

For more information: www.cto.int/events/upcoming-events/

and more....

GOLD SILVERPLATINUM BRONZE

Sponsorship
packages
avaliable

DIAMOND

Why 
attend

Why 
attend

Taking place in the margins of the 57th Council Meeting of 
the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation, the 
Forum is the premier ICT conference of the Commonwealth, 
senior policymakers, regulators and industry leaders from 
across the Commonwealth and beyond will gather to exam-
ine the most topical issues in the ICT sectors. Discussions 
will focus on policy, regulation, technologies, operations, 
investment and multilateral cooperation.

Taking place in the margins of the 59th Council Meeting of 
the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation, the 
Forum is the premier ICT conference of the Commonwealth, 
senior policymakers, regulators and industry leaders from 
across the Commonwealth and beyond will gather to 
examine the most topical issues in the ICT sectors. 
Discussions will focus on policy, regulation, technologies, 
operations, investment and multilateral cooperation.

Hosted by

30 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER 2019, DHAKA, BANGLADESH

COMMONWEALTH 
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For information: www.cto.int/events/upcoming-events/commonwealth-ict-forum-2019

and more....

GOLD SILVERPLATINUM BRONZE

Sponsorship
packages
avaliable

DIAMOND

Why 
attend

The Commonwealth ICT Forum 2019 will provide an excellent 
opportunity for participants to learn from global experts as well 
as share their experiences of successes and challenges in the 
deployment and utilisation of broadband. This event is a 
veritable platform to meet with fellow policy makers from 
across Africa and the wider Commonwealth membership, 
learn from their experiences and gain insights through 
interactive sessions. The participants will be composed of 
Ministers, senior officials in policy making bodies, regulators, 
broadcasters, content developers, civil society, network 
infrastructure providers, operators, equipment manufacturers 
and opinion leaders.
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