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A discussion on Digital Nations, Digital Wealth

T

he CTO ICT Forum’17 agreed
that the digital future promised
by the emergence of IoT, Virtual
environments, artificial intelligence and
augmented reality applications offers
enormous prospects for social inclusion
and economic growth.
Held on the theme of Digital Nations,

Digital Wealth, delegates from 26 countries
used the platform to discuss the benefits
of emerging technologies, the need for
new policy and regulatory approaches to
managing future ICT applications and
how to ensure that this digital future is
accessible to all.

With the Internet of Things, we
have a new environment conducive
to opportunities for new forms of
digital entrepreneurship or public
service delivery, but there are still
far too many without access to the
Internet, who are unable to take
advantage of the opportunities and
benefits digital technologies
have to offer. Investment in
broadband and ICT services
is urgently needed to prevent
CTO member countries from
missing out on the potential
of the digital future.

It’s important for us to continue developing infrastructures as well as information
and communication technology services in order to ensure greater availability and
coverage of online services
Agostinho do Rosario, Prime Minister of Mozambique

Shola Taylor, Secretary-General, CTO
Shola Taylor (CTO), H.E. Carlos Mesquita (Mozambique), Hon. Joang Molapo
(Lesotho), Honourables Vincent Odotei (Ghana), Cheryl Lewis (OUR, Jamaica), and
Malcolm Johnson (ITU).

Access is front and centre;
it is the first step towards
a digital nation. Big Data,
Cloud computing, artificial
intelligence, the Internet of
Things and 5G will all shape our
digital future. They are important
steps on the journey towards a
digital nation
Malcolm Johnson, Deputy SecretaryGeneral, ITU
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Carlos Agostinho do Rosário, Prime Minister of
Mozambique.

Dr Ema Chicoco, Chair of the Board, Autoridade
Reguladora das Comunicações, INCM, Mozambique.

Patrick Masambu, Director-General, International
Telecommunications Satellite Organisation.
communications@cto.int
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D

iscussion throughout the CTO ICT
Forum’17 reached consensus on a
number of areas, including:

• The journey to the digital future is both
individual and collective.
• Public investment is a necessity to
connect the unconnected, as although
3G covers 85% of the world, only half of
the world population is connected to the
Internet.
• Countries must develop coordinated
multi-sectoral strategies for ICTs, to
include broadband infrastructure, health,
education, agriculture and other areas.
• IoT and augmented reality may require

e-COMMONWEALTH //SPECIAL EDITION 2017

less, but more flexible regulation.
• The need to balance open data
with privacy is becoming more
critical.
• Government to lead by example
in deploying e-government
services.
• Competitive digital economies
require government to create
the enabling conditions, laws
and frameworks, including
for machine-to-machine
communications.
• Governments must make
cybersecurity a priority.//

We need to investigate new options to provide broadband,
including low-orbit space solutions. To achieve this, more
investment is essential. Of course, universal service funds
must continue to invest and deliver on increasing access.
Countries must invest in services for their citizens, and in
the infrastructure to support the delivery of these services,
or they will miss out on the benefits of IoT, Big Data and
augmented reality technologies
Shola Taylor, Secretary-General, CTO

The event’s theme is extremely
relevant today as we all strive to
provide broadband to all the world’s
citizens and contribute towards
achieving the United Nations
Sustainable Development Agenda
for 2030
Patrick Masambu, Director-General,
International Telecommunications Satellite
Organization

Mozambique youth focus on
opportunities and safety

A

t a special session at the CTO
ICT Forum’17, young people
from Mozambique’s universities
and technical colleges were
offered the chance to discuss their
engagement in the ICT sector.
During a long Q&A session, youth
leaders expressed the desire to see
governments provide opportunities
for them to express themselves

through ICTs, taking advantage
of the opportunities offered by
entrepreneurship, research
and innovation in the
sector.
Delegates were able to
offer their advice, including
the need for young people
to think about safety and
security while online.//

Mozambique youth participating in the youth panel.
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Strengthening CTO’s
regional presence

T

14 SEPTEMBER 2017, MAPUTO, MOZAMBIQUE

he CTO Council agreed to principle of
increasing the organisation’s regional
presence through two new measures:
• Direct appointment of staff by the CTO for its
regional offices (currently, host countries are
responsible for providing facilities and staff);
• The opening of virtual offices.
These changes add to the existing
arrangements with regional offices as well as
regional advisors, to provide the CTO with greater
regional presence.
There is currently one Regional Office hosted
by Cameroon in Yaoundé, Cameroon. As for
regional advisors, two are currently in office, for
the Pacific and the Caribbean regions.//

Participants at the 2017 CTO Council meeting.

CTO Council approves plans for a louder Commonwealth voice

T

he annual meeting of the CTO Council,
where members met to discuss the
organisation’s activities and plans, took place
following the CTO ICT Forum on 14 September
2017.
Key among the CTO’s upcoming plans
are work within important international
fora. The Council approved CTO’s plans
to contribute member views to the World
Telecommunication Development Conference
2017 and to the ITU Plenipotentiary

Meeting 2018, and to highlight the issue of
cybersecurity to the Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting taking place in London
next year.
“The CTO is mandated to coordinate the
Commonwealth’s contributions to global ICT
events,” said CTO Secretary-General, Shola
Taylor. “The work that we plan in this arena
over the coming year will ensure that the needs
of the Commonwealth are presented to these
fora, as well as assist international ICT agenda

benefits from the Commonwealth’s values and
strengths. I thank the Council for recognising
the valuable role we play internationally by
approving our plans.”
The Council also approved the
organisation’s budget, operational plans and
plans for membership development and
elected members to positions on the CTO’s
Executive Committee. Please visit www.cto.int/
media/Council Paper 2017.zip to download the
CTO Council Papers 2017.//

ITU candidates
announced at CTO
Council

C

ouncil members acknowledged the following
Commonwealth candidates for ITU positions:
• UK, announcing Malcolm Johnson as
candidate for the position of secretarygeneral;
• Nigeria, announcing William Ijeh as Nigeria’s
candidate for the position of director, BDT.
Representatives from Bangladesh, Ghana
and Nigeria also announced their candidacy for
ITU Council positions.
We wish all candidates a successful election!//

A more visible CTO on the international ICT stage

T

he World Telecommunication Development
Conference 2017 will set the strategies
and objectives for the development of
telecommunications and ICTs by the ITU, and
will focus in particular on how ICTs can meet
the sustainable development goals.
Following approval by the Council,
the CTO will contribute a Commonwealth
position on the need for capacity building to
ensure that policy and regulation encourage
broadband connectivity and support the use

Huawei joins CTO’s ExCo

M

aputo also saw the election of Huawei as
the representative of industry members
on the CTO Executive Committee. This makes
Huawei the first equipment manufacturer to
ever be elected on the committee. “Huawei
is delighted to have been elected today on
to the eight-person committee,” says David
Harmon, Huawei’s vice-president for global
public affairs.//
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of future technologies. Other measures with
regard to spectrum allocation, investment in
cybersecurity and disaster emergency will also
be proposed.
The ITU Plenipotentiary 2018 will meet
to determine the direction of the union. The
CTO will work with members to determine a
Commonwealth position to contribute to the
discussions and also support the candidacies
of Commonwealth nationals standing for
positions with the ITU.

The CTO’s progressive work on cybersecurity is
based on the shared values and principles of
the Commonwealth.
Given the importance of cybersecurity in
enabling the benefits of cyberspace to be
reaped by citizens and countries, the Council
has mandated the CTO to make a submission
to the Commonwealth Heads of Government
meeting, taking place in London in April 2018,
urging them to deliberate on cybersecurity and
initiate a programme of practical action.//

Keeping Mozambique going

Cybersecurity team stays on in Maputo for national CIIP workshop

T

he CTO Secretary-General, Shola Taylor,
remained in Maputo after the forum with
other members of the CTO team in order
to deliver a workshop on protecting critical
information infrastructure.
The CTO ICT Forum’17 recognised that

governments must make cybersecurity a
priority in order for digital technologies to
deliver their potential benefits. Protecting
critical information infrastructure such as
power supplies and government services is
an essential component of this work.//

MAPUTO-BY-SEA
Taking hosting to new heights

T

he well-established tradition
to take Council delegates
to a site visit after their
annual meeting was taken
to a whole new level with a sailing
boat cruise to the nearby island of
Xefina Grande. Council members
enjoyed a unique cruise barbecue
moment until their arrival on the
island where yellow sand, sunshine
and unique views of Maputo’s sea
front awaited.
On the way back, live music
was performed for the guests in an
atmosphere to be remembered. A
new standard for future hosts.//

William Ijeh, Head,
Administration, ITU-R

CTO Staff of the Year
Award

F

argani Tambeayuk, Senior Programme
Officer receives the Chairman’s Award
for Excellence from CTO Chair, Gilbert
Peterson. The Chairman’s Award is granted
every year to a staff member who has
demonstrated outstanding commitment
to the CTO through time, effort and
consistently high-quality work.//
communications@cto.int
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14 -15 NOVEMBER 2017, PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
14 -15 NOVEMBER 2017, PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

21 - 23 FEBRUARY 2018, GIBRALTAR

Organised by
Organised by

Hosted by

Hosted by

For more information, contact Hilda Muchando
on +44 20 8600 3818 or h.muchano.cto.int
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For information:
www.cto.int/events/upcoming-events
Organisation

For information: www.cto.int/events/upcoming-events

